Paul T. Stewart
May 20, 1918 - December 15, 2018

Paul T. Stewart, Age 100, of Charleston passed away Saturday, December 15, 2018 at
Hubbard Hospice House, surrounded by his family.
Paul was preceded in death by his wife, Jean McDaniel Stewart, son, Roger Stewart;
siblings, Mildred Hoskins, Grant Stewart, Carl Stewart and Hazel Varner.
He is survived by his wife, Sue, daughters, Donna Mullins and husband Fred of
Charleston, WV, Elaine Midkiff of Columbia, S.C. and Janet Smith and husband Dan of
Charlottesville, VA; siblings, Earl Stewart of Martinsburg, WV, Rose Huggins of Uniontown,
PA and Pauline Gaskill of Portland, Oregon.
Grandchildren, Roger Stewart, II of Hurricane, WV, Rodney Stewart and Cherin Stewart,
both of Fairmont, WV, Julie England of Morgantown, WV Anna Summers and William
Mullins, both of Belle, WV, Donovan Stewart of Tornado, WV, Alex Mullins of Charleston,
WV, Colin Lyman of Columbia, S.C., Tara Hildt of Amesbury, Mass., Taylor Smith of Lagos,
Nigeria, Adam Smith of Dallas, TX and 23 Great Grandchildren.
Paul began his career in the school transportation industry as a substitute school bus
driver while tending to his dairy farm on Goshen Road in Morgantown, WV. He soon
became Monongalia County Director of School Transportation for many years before
accepting a leadership position with the National Safety Council in Chicago, IL in the mid1960's. In 1973, Paul returned to West Virginia as the Director of Kanawha County Pupil
Transporation. In 1976 he was appointed as the Assistant director for Pupil Transportation
at the West Virginia State Department of Education, becoming the WV State Director in
1979 and serving in that role until his retirement in 1987. In this capacity, Paul developed
local, state and regional innovative driving training programs and school bus inspection
programs that have become models for many systems used throughout the country.
He was a past president and founding member (1968) of the National Association of State
Directors of Pupil Transporation Services (NASDPTS). He was also a past president and
founding member (1974) of the National Association for Pupil Transportation (NAPT). In
1987, Paul was the first ever inductee into the NAPT Hall of Fame. Paul remained
involved in these national associations subsequent to his retirement. He was recently an
honored guest this past fall at the combined annual conference for both of these
associations in Kansas City, MO shortly after his 100th birthday.

Additionally, and most importantly, Paul was an elder in the Church of Christ for many
years. He often preached the gospel at his home Church of Christ congregation and at
many Church of Christ congregations across the country during his frequent travels for the
majority of his adult life.
Funeral Services will be held at 11:00 AM Friday, December 21, 2018 at Fred L. Jenkins
Funeral home in Morgantown, WV. Burial will follow at Beverly Hills Memorial Gardens,
Morgantown, WV. Visitations will be from 2 to 7 PM Thursday, December 20 at Fred L.
Jenkins Funeral Home, and from 4 to 7 PM Wednesday, December 19 at CunninghamParker-Johnson Funeral Home, Charleston.
The family accept online condolences at: cpjfuneralhome.com
Cunningham-Parker-Johnson Funeral Home and Fred L. Jenkins Funeral Home is serving
the Stewart Family.

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Obituary Wall

Cunningham-Parker-Johnson Funeral Home - August 27, 2020 at 09:35 AM

“

White Feather - December 26, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

I first me Paul at the NAPT Conference in Portland, Oregon in 1982. He has been a
mentor and friend ever since. His wisdom was invaluable as I learned more about
pupil transportation. The industry has lost one of the great men it has been our
privilege to associate with. His sage advice and kind words will be missed.

December 26, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

Written in the Stars - December 20, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue - December 20, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

Quite saddened to hear of Paul's passing, and sending condolences to his family. I
met Paul for the first time this past October at the NASDPTS conference in Kansas
City. I'd heard his name many times through the years, but had never had the
pleasure of meeting him until then. It was truly an honor and a privilege to shake his
hand and visit with him for a few moments about this industry that so many of us hold
so dear to our hearts. He was a true leader and pioneer in school transportation, and
while he will be missed, his spirit and legacy will live on.

December 19, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

May God bring each of you peace and calm while you grieve this wonderful Christian
man. What a legacy he has left behind! May we all strive to follow his example of a
well-lived Christian life. You are on my heart and in my prayers.

Forget Me Nots - December 19, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers to Paul's family. We had many great times together on our
journey along the school bus route. My life was richer because of Paul.

December 19, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

Basket of Memories - December 19, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to all of you who mourn Paul's passing. I remember hearing
him preach when I was a child and his kind and gentle way that was impressive even
to a child. He has had an amazing life and touched many lives who are better for
having known him. Rest in peace, dear brother in Christ. Eileen Fluharty Snider

December 18, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

Condolences to Paul's family. I had known Paul for many years, having been an
International school bus dealer from 1975 until my retirement in 2003. Paul was a
true gentleman and his friendship after we both retired was treasured. I'm sorry that I
cannot attend the services, but please know that I'm there in spirit. I last talked to
Paul about three weeks ago, and we had a nice conversation about his recent trip to
Kansas City. He was an incredible person, and few of us will ever attain his age and
his wisdom. I'm honored to have known him for so many years!

December 18, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

Paul was the first West Virginia Transportation Director I had the pleasure of working
with. He was a consummate professional in that position and was a driving force in
the school bus industry. In addition, he became a great friend who shared his love of
travel across the US. His love of the Lord was paramount in his life and guided him in
all he did. Our condolences to the family and we pray that God will bless you all with
grace as you grieve.

December 18, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

Saddened to learn of the passing of Mr. Stewart. He was truly an outstanding leader
in pupil transportation and set the bar extremely high. A great honor to spend time
with him in Kansas City at the annual NAPT Summit this fall. God's blessings to the
family. May WV school transportation forever follow his leadership. Respectfully Jerry
Milliken

December 18, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

Truly Beloved Bouquet - December 18, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

Brother Paul was a person that was admired by everyone, a true brother in Christ at
the Oakwood Road Church of Christ in Charleston. I first met Paul when I was
working at WSAZ-TV and he was working at the West Virginia State Board of
Education. When I covered the Board of Ed meetings, I remember he (Paul) would
be the one that sometimes take us ( the reporters & cameramen) into board
meetings. I didn't realize that in years to come that Paul and I would meet again, that
is, at the church of Christ. Here is a picture I took of him waving at the camera on
May 19th, one day before his 100th birthday at a celebration for him.

December 18, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

Heartfelt condolences from all of us at School Transportation News. Paul was a
gentleman and a founding father of the modern yellow school bus. He exhibited great
leadership to the entire U.S. pupil transportation industry and certainly to West
Virginia. It was a great honor of mine to interview him on a couple of occasions over
the years, most recently this past summer in advance of him attending industry
conferences in Kansas City with his grandsons Roger and Rodney. I was glad I had a
few moments with him to say hello and to thank him for his assistance.

December 18, 2018 at 12:00 AM

“

Your family's loss is Heaven's gain. May God bless you as you mourn, but we rejoice
with you and celebrate this soldier's Homecoming. We are so grateful for his
example, his humor, his leadership.

December 17, 2018 at 12:00 AM

